
S36: Cultural heritage of the Post-totalitarian cities: 20th and 21st Centuries  

Throughout the world cities after the fall of the totalitarian regimes deal with numerous issues that 

affect the everyday life of their inhabitants. The cities, which benefited from the economic 

direction of the totalitarian regime concerning selected sectors of the economy, may become sites 

on the periphery of events after several years. Conversely, the democratization of post-totalitarian 

societies associated with the opening of borders, free movement of persons, knowledge and 

technologies in a short time can affect the development of cities and towns stagnating in the 

previous era. European projects of recent years have been focused on the so-called post-socialist 

cities, but in many areas of interdisciplinary approaches to the topic we lack comparison not only 
within Europe, but touching the world development. 

We are looking for contributions that could develop the discussion on the following topics: 

– What is the professional public’s attitude towards the cultural heritage of the totalitarian eras of 

urban space? How comes to the discourse of cultural value of monuments and urban complexes? 

– How are cities presented and interpreted by the unofficial (prohibited) underground and 

dissident culture in relation to the official culture of the totalitarian regimes. 

– Problem of memorial places: new versus old places of memory, overlapping memory locations 

by ideology of power and their reinterpretation. 

– How city governments of post-totalitarian cities perceive urban public space? Do they support 

the transformation of the area controlled by ideologies of power to space for the presentation of 

culture and meeting of people or do they abandon this initiative for civic activities. 

– We know the regions where one totalitarian regime was followed by another; eg. Central 

Europe. Is their cultural heritage presented similarly, or differently, and if so, why? 
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